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T4G 9, John Piper, “Glory, Majesty, Dominion, and
Authority Keep Us Safe for Everlasting Joy” (Jude
1:24-25)
You can hear the audio to this message here.
This message has two parts.
In the first part I will try to draw you into my amazement that I am still a Christian and still
love the ministry of the word.
And in the second part I will try to draw you into an analysis of how that happened.
Our text is the book of Jude, and our focus will be mainly on verses 24 and 25.
Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the
presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
1. My Amazement that I Am Still a Christian
This year I complete:
• 60 years as a believer,
• 32 years pastoring Bethlehem Baptist Church,
• 44 years of marriage to Noël, and
• 40 years of being a father.
These are momentous days for me as we plan for my successor to assume responsibilities at
Bethlehem. If there is a T4G in 2014, and if I am invited to come, I will not be speaking as the
preaching pastor of Bethlehem. This is my last T4G as a pastor.

When I think about finishing these laps in my race, I am simply amazed that I have lasted:
• lasted as Christian,
• lasted as a pastor,
• lasted as a husband and father.
This excerpt from my journal of 1986 is the sort of emotional vulnerability that I have dealt
all my life. There were reasons when it seemed like I simply could not last. I was 40 years old.
I had been at the church for six years. My four sons were ages 14, 11, 7 and 3.

Am I under attack by Satan to abandon my post at Bethlehem? Or is this the stirring of God
to cause me to consider another ministry? Or is this God’s way of answering so many prayers
recently that we must go a different way at BBC than building? I simply loathe the thought of
leading the church through a building program. For two years I have met for hundreds of
hours on committees. I have never written a poem about it. It is deadening to my soul. I am a
thinker. A writer. A preacher. A poet and songwriter. At least these are the avenues of love
and service where my heart flourishes. . . .
Can I be the pastor of a church moving through a building program? Yes, by dint of massive
will power and some clear indications from God that this is the path of greatest joy in him
long term. But now I feel very much without those indications. The last two years (the long
range planning committee was started in August 1984) have left me feeling very empty.
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The church is looking for a vision for the future—and I do not have it. The one vision that the
staff zeroed in on during our retreat Monday and Tuesday of this week (namely, building a
sanctuary) is so unattractive to me today that I do not see how I could provide the leadership
and inspiration for it.
Does this mean that my time at BBC is over? Does it mean that there is a radical alternative
unforeseen? Does it mean that I am simply in the pits today and unable to feel the beauty and
power and joy and fruitfulness of an expanded facility and ministry?
O Lord, have mercy on me. I am so discouraged. I am so blank. I feel like there are opponents
on every hand, even when I know that most of my people are for me. I am so blind to the
future of the church. O Father, am I blind because it is not my future? Perhaps I shall not
even live out the year, and you are sparing the church the added burden of a future I had
made and could not complete?
I do not doubt for a moment your goodness or power or omnipotence in my life or in the life
of the church. I confess that the problem is mine. The weakness is in me. The blindness is in
my eyes. The sin—O reveal to me my hidden faults!—is mine and mine the blame. Have
mercy, Father. Have mercy on me. I must preach on Sunday, and I can scarcely lift my head.
That was 26 years ago. Same church. We built that building—and another one and another
one. I hated it every time.
There were worse days—way worse days. Days when the marriage was under attack. Days
when the soul was so numb I feared for my faith.
So, looking back, I am amazed [laughs!] that I’m a Christian today and am about to finish my
pastorate at Bethlehem.
If—
• my faith in Jesus, and
• my eagerness to know him and his word, and
• my thrill at preaching, and
• my love for the church, and
• my fitness for ministry, and
• my fitness for heaven, and
• my sexual continence, and
• my spiritual marriage commitment to Noël
—depended decisively on me, I would have
• ceased to be a Christian long ago
• ceased to care about the word of God or thrill at exposition
• given up on the church
• ceased to be fit for ministry or heaven
• given myself to sexual indulgence, and
• ceased to be married to Noël.
I have no doubt about this—at all.

If the decisive cause for my faithfulness to Christ in any of those expressions must come from
me, it will not come, because it is not there.
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Therefore, the older I get, the more I am amazed, and full of wonder and thankfulness, that I
am still a Christian—that I still love the word of God—more precious than gold, even much
fine fold, and sweeter than honey and drippings from the honey comb—and that I still love
the ministry of the word and the church of Christ, and that I still have not unfit myself for the
eldership, and have still not given myself over to pornography or adultery, and that after 43
years I love my wife with the love of Christ. These things are to me utterly amazing.
So that I feel some sense of the wonder that Jude seems to feel. Because that’s what it took to
keep me a Christian for sixty years, and to keep me alive in the pastoral ministry at
Bethlehem for 32 years, and to keep me obediently married for 43 years—glory and majesty
and dominion and authority, working before the creation ever existed, and working every
present moment of my life, and working into the future to keep me holy and happy for ever.
That’s what it took to keep me from falling—and what it will take to get me home before the
presence of his glory, blameless and full of unbridled joy. And that’s what it will take to keep
you believing, and ministering, and holy to the end of your days, and then get you home.
This is the way doxologies work.
They refer first to something that God has done or will do, and then they ascribe attributes
to God that account for that action, or are expressed in the action.
So, for example, you might say, “Now to him who fashioned the intricacies of the human eye
and every molecule and atom in it—to him belong infinite, inscrutable wisdom and skill.”
Or you might say, “Now to him who adopts dirty, abandoned, rebellious children into his
family—to him belong compassion and boundless mercy.”
In other words, the attributes that you ascribe to God are the ones that account for the action
you are praising, or that come to expression in the action you are praising. These attributes
account for the actions you are celebrating.
What is Jude celebrating and worshiping?
• God keeps us from stumbling;
• he presents us before the glory of God blameless,
• and he presents us before the glory of God with great happiness.
What came to expression in these three acts of God?

God’s
• glory
• majesty
• power
• authority
That’s what it took to keep me a Christian for 60 years. Jude is amazed at what it takes to
keep us Christian, to keep us saved.

Do we have any idea of the degree of divine glory and majesty and power and authority that it
took
•

to give us spiritual life when we were dead (Eph. 2:5), and
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to keep us spiritually alive moment by moment for 60 years, and
to stir up that spiritual life in such ways that it resisted sins and loved holiness and
pursued spiritual fruit in the life of the church?
Do we know the degree of glory and majesty and power and authority that took?
•
•

No. We don’t.
We have no terms of measuring such things. How do you quantify a Spirit-creating spirit? Or
a Spirit acting on spirit to sustain the life of that spirit?
God creates spiritual life when we are dead. “That which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John
3:6).
We had no spiritual life.
Then the Spirit acted in us.
And now we are spiritually alive.
We are spirit. This is not spirit like the demons are spirit. This is holy spirit (little “s”). This is
eternal, spiritual, God-created, and God-sustained spiritual life.
This spiritual life that we Christians have is not ours intrinsically. There is no autonomous
life in me.
We have this life to the degree that we have the Holy Spirit in us, and to the degree that we
are united to Christ—which are interwoven terms and realities. It is not the kind of spiritual
life that we would have if the Spirit left us or we were not united to Christ. We would not be
alive if we were not united to Christ by the Spirit. Our life is Christ’s life. The Spirit’s life.
The giving of this life, and the moment by moment sustaining of this life, and the stirring up
of this life so that it treasures holiness and ministry is a work of God. This is why I said at the
beginning:
If the decisive cause of my faithfulness to Christ must come from me, it will not come,
because it is not there.
Christ created it by coming.
I bring nothing decisive to my creation. And I bring nothing decisive to the existence of this
divine spiritual life in me. I exist as a Christian by it. I did not create it, and I don’t keep it in
being. Not any more than the universe came into existence by its own power or is upheld by
its own power (Heb. 1:3). It is upheld by Christ.
Jude is clearly amazed at what it takes to sustain spiritual life—to keep it from
collapsingand to bring it to glory blameless and happy. He must sense that what it takes to
keep us believing—to keep us alive—is very great.
So how do we measure that so that we can join him in the amazement?
How Do We Measure What It Took God to Preserve Our Spiritual Life?
I can only think of two ways that we can measure what it takes to accomplish the
preservation of our spiritual life.
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One is to think about the fact that this is something we cannot do at all, and God does. And
the difference between nothing and anything is infinite.
If God says to you: Create a being with divine spiritual life, you will say, “I can’t.” And you
will be right. You absolutely can’t.
Then he does it with a word.
The difference between your absolute inability and his absolute ability is immeasurably
great. The measurement is the distance between us and God.
And the second way we know the measurement of what it took for God to sustain our
spiritual life blameless and joyful before the glory of God is that he reveals it to us in verse
25: it took glory and majesty and power and authority. That is, it takes just about anything
he’s got to do this.
Your creation and your preservation takes divine glory and majesty and power and authority.
And any amount of divine glory and majesty and power and authority is infinitely greater
than what you bring to your creation and preservation.
(2) How This Happened
How does God keep us
when Paul’s strategies of not losing heart seem remote (2 Cor 4),
when the language to articulate the gospel with words one more time won’t come,
when I’m not depressed that your church false converts, but I fear that I may be one,
when I can remember countless times when I have given no evidence of trusting the
power of the gospel to convert a neighbor, let alone a terrorist,
• when Spirit-empowered, gospel-driven, faith-fueled effort feels as likely as flying by
flapping your arms,
• when the fuel tank of death-defying devotion to world missions seems empty,
• when he holds out a treasure to me that I want almost as much as anything but says I
can’t have it
• when the crown jewel of Jerusalem is cut in slivers by a propeller or by the prophetess
Jezebel?
How does God keep us? Keep us believing, keep us serving, keep us married, keep us
fathering?
•
•
•
•

Notice that Jude’s letter begins (v. 1) and ends (vv. 24-25) with the assurance that God is
decisively our keeper.
Verse 24: “Now unto him who is able to keep you . . .”
Verse 1: “Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, To those who
are called,beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ.”
We are
• called
• loved
• kept for/by Jesus Christ.
The love of God moves him to call his elect to himself out of death and unbelief—and those
whom he calls he keeps.
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None is lost.
1 Corinthians 1:8-9, “He will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called.”
The called are sustained guiltless in the last day.
Romans 8:30, “Those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.”
The called are kept. No drop-outs.
That’s the framework of the book—being kept by divine, omnipotent, faithful power.
Sandwiched in there he warns against the false teachers who “pervert the grace of our God
into sensuality” (v. 4) and who presume that they are saved but are “destroyed because they
don’t believe (v. 5).
So these professing Christians are not called and they are not kept. And the evidence that
they are not called and not kept is that don’t crave Christ, they crave physical sensations.
They don’t prize they God of grace; they prostitute the grace of God.
Then after those many warnings, Jude tells us what we must do—not only for ourselves to be
kept (vv. 20-21) but also what we must do for others who must be kept (vv. 22-23). I’m only
going to deal with the first part (what we do for ourselves) because this brings out the
paradox of the Christian life most clearly. I want to underline Kevin DeYoung’s message—
because it’s here (and everywhere).
Verses 20-21:
But you, beloved,
building yourselves up in your most holy faith and
praying in the Holy Spirit,
keep yourselves in the love of God,
waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.
So now Kevin DeYoung’s message starts to come into focus again—as it does all over the
Bible.
1 Corinthians 15:10: “I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of
God that is with me.”
Philippians 2:12-13, “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who
works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”
Jude “Keep yourselves in the love of God, for God is the one who keeps you in his love.”
Verse 1: the love of God called you; the love of God will keep you; therefore keep yourselves
in the love of God.
Keep yourself in God’s commitment to keep you.
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“Keep yourselves in the love of God” is the main verb—the only imperative verb in verses 2021, and the other three verbs are supporting participles—they define how Jude understands
keeping ourselves in the love of God. Verse 20:
1. “building yourselves up in your most holy faith” (v. 20)
2. “praying in the Holy Spirit” (v. 20)
3. “waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life” (v. 21)
So keep yourselves in the love of God—keep yourselves in the omnipotent commitment of
God’s love to keep you—
• by trusting that omnipotent commitment,
• by praying for its daily application to the specifics of your life, and
• by waiting patiently for God to finish his merciful work.
As I have prayed on my little prayer bench I built in 1975, I have probably prayed a thousand
times “help me,” “keep me from temptation.” And what’s happening there? God is keeping
me. The means of God’s keeping you is being provided by God.

The psalm I pray the most: “Preserve me O God, for in you I take refuge!”
You pray for God to keep you (“Preserve me O God!”). You trust the promise that he will (“for
in you I take refuge”). And you wait for his mercy.
Even your praying is his doing—it is by the Spirit that you pray (v. 20). And your faith is his
doing, not your own, “it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8).
My praying for his keeping and my trusting in his keeping is his keeping!
The glory and the majesty of his keeping consists very much in the power and the authority
that he has keep you through the means of your keeping yourself in the love of God.
You are not a robot. And you are not autonomous. You a new creation, a new race. Your
coming into being and your being sustained is unlike anything the world can ever experience.
It is a mystery. A daily miracle. You are those who by prayer and trust keep yourselves in the
commitment of God’s love to keep you praying and trusting.
God’s act to keep you praying and trusting, so that you remain in his love and are kept
blameless and joyful for the glory of God, is the fulfillment of the New Covenant.
“I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not turn away from doing good to
them. And I will put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me” (Jer.
32:40).
The New Covenant promise is that God will act so decisively for his elect that they will not
turn from him. God will see to it that they will pray and they will trust and they will keep
themselves in the love of God.
The New Covenant was bought by the blood of Jesus Christ. “This cup is the new covenant
in/by my blood” (1 Cor. 11:25). When Jesus died for us, all the promises of God became Yes
in him (2 Cor. 1:20). I will see to it that my own will not turn from me (Jer. 32:40). I will keep
them from falling.
And that is the ultimate reason why Jude 25 says,
“To the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion,
and authority.”

PDF	
  created	
  by	
  AnchoringFaithMinistries	
  by	
  permission	
  2012	
  Justin	
  Taylor	
  –	
  JamesTippins.com	
  

T4G	
  NOTES	
  via	
  http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor	
  

The glory and majesty and power and authority that it takes to keep you and me alive in
Christ—to keep us praying and trusting, to keep us in the love of God—was unleashed for us
sinners, when Christ died for us. Therefore the glory and majesty and dominion and
authority that keeps us from falling and presents us blameless and joyful to God is through
the blood of Jesus Christ—the blood of the New Covenant.
Therefore when we ascribe glory and majesty and dominion and authority to God we do
itthrough Jesus Christ.
So do not underestimate the power of the blood of Christ to keep you from falling. It’s power
was at work “before all time” (Rev. 13:8), it is at work “now,” and it will be at work “forever.”
Your keeping began before creation, it is happening now, and it will never end.
He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 4Behold, he who keeps
Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 5 The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on
your right hand. 6 The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 7 The Lord will
keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 8 The Lord will keep your going out and your
coming in from this time forth and forevermore. (Ps. 121:3-8).
He sealed that promise—he bought it—with the blood of his Son. Therefore, keep yourself in
the love of God.
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T4G 8: Matt Chandler, “The Fulfillment of the Gospel”
(Revelation 21-22)
Audio available here.
Two years ago I stood at this conference and had recently finished six weeks of radiation and
had just begun what would be 18 months of high-dose chemotherapy. The doctors hadn’t
given us much hope in the early days of that fight for a long life—or even past a couple of
years. But God had plans to blow past the statistics and accomplish a few more things. To be
here today and to be here today to preach from Revelation 21-22 is not only an honor but also
one of the many mercies of God on my life.

I want to talk with you about hope today.
Some of you come here today with your resignation letter half-written, ready to throw in the
towel.
But if you listen to these talks, from beginning to end, God has been saying, “I’m for you. I
have no abandoned you. You are not alone.” God has been talking to me, too.
Don’t be such the “shepherd’s shepherd” that you can’t be shepherded.
Hope is necessary for all who cling to Christ. But hope is especially necessary for the pastor.
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Without it he finds himself tossed about in a world that can be beautiful and spectacular
(weddings, reconciliations, wayward children saved, healthy births after years of praying) but
also cruel.
Earlier this year, in roughly a one-month period around Christmas time, we had an 8-yearold special-needs boy who went in to the dentist and had an allergic reaction to the
anesthesia and died. And we had to walk into that room and cry and cover our mouths.
We just about had that family settled into care, but we pastor a young church. And then
another call came. We had a 3-year-old girl who had a heart transplant but then rejected the
heart a year later. It was heavy when you have a 3-year-old at home and you’re doing a
funeral for a toddler.
I finished preaching on the victory of Christ. We had a beautiful young woman talk after the
service, then that night got discombobulated and walked into a propeller plane and lose her
hand, eye, and clavicle.
All this on top of church discipline cases, writing sermons, trying to love my wife like Jesus
loves the church, and gather kindling around the hearts of my children that the Holy Spirit
might one day ignite for his glory.
I point at all these things knowing I have a great staff and none of these things were done
simply by me. And what gives me such an appreciation for so many of you is that you live this
and don’t have a team of guys that you love and trust.
Brothers, we are in many ways first responders on the front lines of a cosmos in rebellion.
Sometimes we are there before the paramedics because the damage is on the inside. When
the sorrows and loss of a sinful world land, they land in the lives of people we love and have
been called to serve.
The First Fruits of Hope
The promises are real (Gen 3, 12, 17, 49. Numbers 24, Deut. 17, 18, 2 Samuel 7, Isaiah 7, 9,
53). Jesus fulfilled them. Hecame, He lived, He died, and He rose from the grave. He
imputed to me his righteousness and He called me.
I wasn’t looking for Him. God says whom he predestines He calls—and think back on His
ruthless and aggressive pursuit and protection of met. It brings me a staggering amount of
hope.
The guy in the locker next to be aggressively evangelized me. God did that. He didn’t ask me;
he didn’t wait for all my questions to be answered. God opened my heart. My posture
changed. He came and got me. He rescued me from the muck and the mire—and he didn’t do
it to hurt you. We laugh at the Israelites who grumble right after the rescue. But we do this
too.
Acts 8:29: God calls Philip into ministry
Acts 10:19: God calls Peter to Cornelius’ house
I felt this call to The Village Church. I kicked and argued and tried to walk. The last place in
the world I wanted to stay was Dallas, the center of evangelicalism. I said everything in my
job interview that shouldn’t have gotten me a job. (What would you change? “I wouldn’t
know where to start.”) But God wasn’t having it.
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When I feel loss of hope, I remember that the Spirit does not lead where he does not
empower. Usually I am trying to carry something I wasn’t meant to carry.
Graeme Goldsworthy, “Hope without a time of fulfillment is a delusion.”
We are not a delusional people—even if outsiders think we are absurd. Our hopes are not
bankrupt. We are not gambling.
In my remaining time I want to talk about the finish line.
The Fulfillment of Hope
The World Renewed: Revelation 21:1-8
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” And he said to me, “It is
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give
from the spring of the water of life without payment. The one who conquers will have this
heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. But as for the cowardly, the faithless,
the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their
portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”
We know this isn’t just a spiritual ethereal existence. This is real and it’s physical.
What we know from the promises of the prophets is that it’s a different kind of world than
the world you and I walk on now. It’s one remade.
Isaiah 35:1 tells us that the deserts shall blossom as the rose. So when we think of the desert,
we think of dead wasteland, but the Bible says that in the new earth, the deserts are going to
bloom like roses.
Amos 9:13 says that the plowman shall overtake the reaper and that the mountains shall drop
sweet wine. The mountains this side of consummation are spectacular and they provoke awe,
but we Look forward to the new earth’s mountain ranges, where fruitless rocks and frigid
snow will put forth abundance, produce sweet wine.
Isaiah 65, we learn that there will be no more sounds of weeping heard on the earth, that the
days of God’s people shall be like the days of the tree, that on the earth the wolf and the lamb
shall feed together. So all this violence is gone.
We see in Isaiah 11 that no one will hurt or destroy anything in all of God’s holy mountain.
And this is true because evil will be vanquished to the lake of fire
Habakkuk 2:14 says the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as waters cover
the sea.
1 Corinthians 15 says our body will be a resurrected body. This is a text the Lord used to
minister to me during brain cancer.
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There is coming a day where we aren’t looking forward to this day. That glorious day won’t
be future. On that day, we will be here!
A deer panting for water is not a cute text for a coffee mug. One thing I ask is to behold his
beauty. Someday it will be now, not future.
C.S. Lewis, The Last Battle:
The things that began to happen after that were so great and beautiful that I cannot write
them. And for us this is the end of all the stories, and we can most truly say that they all lived
happily ever after. But for them it was only the beginning of the real story.
All their life in this world and all their adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and title
page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One of the Great Story which no one on earth
has read: which goes on for ever: in which every chapter is better than the one before.
Revelation 21:9, “Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the
seven last plagues and spoke to me, saying, ‘Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the
Lamb.’” We will get to see the fruit of God’s work and see the Bride. This is surely more
spectacular than when the door swings open and we see our earthly bride. We get to see her!
And it’s here! It’s no longer a future hope. The kingdom has come in its fullness!
And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy
city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God, its radiance
like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall, with twelve
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the
sons of Israel were inscribed—on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south
three gates, and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and
on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates
and walls. The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city
with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. He also measured its
wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an angel’s measurement. The wall was
built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass. The foundations of the wall of the
city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the
third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the
eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth
amethyst. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl,
and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.
(Revelation 21:10-21 ESV)
The first time we see the church in Revelation (chs. 2-3), it doesn’t look like this.
At Ephesus they had great doctrine but forgot their first love. Good doctrine without love is
not good doctrine.
At Smyrna they faced tribulation and poverty.
In Pergamum they put up with teachings that went against the grain and hope of the Gospel.
At Thyatira they loved the sensuality of Jezebel and sexual immorality.
In Sardis they were dead.
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In Philadelphia they had little power but were clinging tightly to Jesus.
And in Laodicea they were lukewarm and indifferent towards the things of God. They
considered themselves rich and prosperous but were pitiful, blind, poor and naked.
I think many of us can relate to these churches. There are groups within the church I pastor
that lean in these directions. And my understanding is that to be a faithful shepherd I’m on
the fringes, warning those who are idle, encouraging the timid, and being patient with the
weak. That can be exhausting. This is the fire where our hope burns the brightest, and our
confidence in God’s power to save must hold us steadfast. The good news for each of us
today regardless of what lay waiting for us at home is that it won’t end this way.
Where is everyone of these in the vision of Revelation 21?
Paul says:
1 Corinthians 3:11-13. For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is
Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
hay, straw each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will
be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done.
There are days that I feel like I’m building with wood, hay, and straw. There are people who
have been deeply embedded in our community of faith and get outed in their sins. People
agree with my rebuke as though I was talking to someone else.
But look at the bride! God is faithfully cleansing his bride.
The Church will cease to be the suffering servant church and be the church triumphant.
We are one day closer. New mercy every morning till everything is fulfilled.
God’s Dwelling and the Trophies of the Nations (Rev. 21:22-27)
And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and
its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring
their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there.
They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will ever
enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in
the Lamb’s book of life.
(Revelation 21:22-27 ESV)
We’ll no longer need a tabernacle. The dwelling place for God is with man! There will be no
more shadows. This is the sum of the entire bible! Every aspect of hope and redemption is
wrapped up in this one phrase.
By it’s light the Nations walk. Think about how hard unity and diversity can be here. But it
will be fulfilled.
All that is truly good and beautiful in this world will reappear there and be renewed there,
purified and enhanced in the perfect setting.
Conclusion
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You have to get over you. I don’t know how else to say it. Don’t hedge your bets. Don’t keep
one foot in this world “just in case.” Straddling two world is a miserable way to live life. Sell
out. Don’t put your hope in you! You won’t be strong enough.
This is why Paul can call his troubles “light and momentary.” This is why anything here isn’t
worthy to be compared to the glory that will be revealed.
Paul says we need to be “all in.”
Some of you might be in the pastorate becomes it seems like a sweet gig.
Some of you don’t really believe this, and you need to repent.
But for those of us who believe, let’s hope and believe. We’re a couple of days closer! It’s
gonna happen. We’re going to get there. We’re going to see the city—we’re going to be the
city!
Hope is essential for those who shepherd the bride of Christ. There is a finish line, a day
when all will be made new.
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T4G 7: Ligon Duncan, “The Underestimated God:
God’s Ruthless, Compassionate Grace in the Pursuit
of His Own Glory and His Ministers’ Joy” (1 Kings 19)
Audio available here.
1 Kings 19
1 Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the
sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to me and
more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.”
3 Then he was afraid, and he arose and ran for his life and came to Beersheba, which belongs
to Judah, and left his servant there. 4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness
and came and sat down under a broom tree. And he asked that he might die, saying, “It is
enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than my fathers.”
5 And he lay down and slept under a broom tree. And behold, an angel touched him and said
to him, “Arise and eat.” 6 And he looked, and behold, there was at his head a cake baked on
hot stones and a jar of water. And he ate and drank and lay down again.
7 And the angel of the LORD came again a second time and touched him and said, “Arise and
eat, for the journey is too great for you.” 8 And he arose and ate and drank, and went in the
strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mount of God. 9 There he came
to a cave and lodged in it. And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said to
him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
10 He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.”
11 And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD
passed by, and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks
before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but
the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 And after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was
not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper.13 And when Elijah heard it, he
wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold,
there came a voice to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
14 He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.”
15 And the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus. And
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 16 And Jehu the son of Nimshi
you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you
shall anoint to be prophet in your place. 17 And the one who escapes from the sword of Hazael
shall Jehu put to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to
death. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal,
and every mouth that has not kissed him.”
19 So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, …
2 Kings 2:1-14
Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha
were on their way from Gilgal.
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And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went
down to Bethel.
3 And the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do
you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he said, “Yes,
I know it; keep quiet.” 4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent
me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.”
So they came to Jericho.
5 The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you
know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he answered,
“Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 6 Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has
sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not
leave you.” So the two of them went on.
7 Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as
they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and
struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of
them could go over on dry ground. 9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what
I shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double
portion of your spirit on me.” 10 And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me
as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be
so.”
11 And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the
two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.
12 And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!” And he saw him no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in
two pieces. 13 And he took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and
stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him
and struck the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” And when he had
struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.
Luke 9:28-31
28 Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and
went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was
altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. 30 And behold, two men were talking with
him, Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was
about to accomplish at Jerusalem.
2 Corinthians 4:6
6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Discouragement is no stranger in the lives of many faithful pastors
I want to give special encouragement to discouraged and downcast pastors.
There are things to learn in our disappointments. We can think, “If I’m faithful to God,
trusting in his grace, empowered by Spirit—I will not have crushing darkness as part of my
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experience.” And then it comes. What’s happening to me, O God? What am I supposed to do?
I didn’t see this coming. I didn’t think it’d be this way. I didn’t think I’d be here now.
If we study our discouragements, we’ll see what we love and what we really believe and where
we really rest and what our real treasure is. And it won’t always be pretty.
In discouragement we forget that God is God and God is good.
In disappointment and discouragement we are tempted to succumb to idolatry, because we
begin to think that there is a greater treasure that has been withheld or taken away, a greater
treasure than what God has or can give us.
1 Kings 18 is where you want to be in ministry—you don’t want to be in 1 Kings 19.
What are your greatest losses in this life? What are your unfulfilled dreams, your unsatisfied
and unsatisfiable desires and plans, yearnings, and longings? I wonder what they are. I
wonder what are the hopes and treasures you’ve never obtained, though you’ve always
wanted them, or had them taken away from you from before your very eyes. I don’t
ask whether you have these things, I know you do, we all do. Some great to the point of being
unbearable, some less so, but we all have them. And my friends, the question is—what will we
do with them?
Did you think that growing in grace, and being faithful in the ministry would spare you from
those disappointments, crushing heartbreaks, unfulfilled yearnings?
I wonder how you’ve responded to yours—how have you responded to the loss of your
greatest treasure, or your failure to obtain it? I wonder what you’ve cried out deep in the
darkness of the night through blinding, hopeless tears, and I wonder what you’ve hoped for
after you’ve asked God, ‘Why?’ and you’ve heard no audible answer, and your heart is just as
restless and unsettled as it was before you asked. And I wonder how you’ve responded to a
life you’ve longed for, slipping through your fingers right before your very eyes.
I wonder what you’ve done, because what you do in response to that may be the most
important thing you do in this life.
Elijah has something to teach us about that. Because that is the story of this man, Elijah.
It’s the story of a man of power—no one except Moses had a ministry of power up to this
point in the OT. This man yearned for good and great things and who served the Lord
courageously. And yet he knew what it was to walk in this world right up to the very end of
this life with his hopes utterly dashed. But he also knew the relentless, ruthless, compassion
God who pursued him for his glory and the good of his people.
1. Even people who believe in God’s sovereignty can fail to believe that the Lord
is God!
After his victory, a messenger showed up to him with a letter, written in the hand of a woman
named Jezebel who said, “May it happen to me if at this time tomorrow I don’t have your
hide. I will murder you.”
And suddenly this man forgot every drop of theology he had ever taught and he ran scared.
The expression of Elijah’s discouragement: flight in fear.
This man is a disappointed man; a discouraged man. Why?
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Because Elijah had yearned for one thing and one thing only, as far as we know, through the
whole course of his existence as a prophet of the Lord—he wanted to see God glorified in
Israel. He wanted Israel to turn back to God. It wanted repentance. He wanted conversion.
He wanted to be the instrument of conversion and restoration in Israel so Israel glorified
God. Then he gets a message saying he’s going to be dead this time tomorrow. He realizes:
It’s not going to happen the way I dreamed. It’s not going to happen.
It’d be easy to give him spiritual counsel that would not resonate with him. He cares more
about his message than most of us do. He is so discouraged because he longs so much for
God to be glorified. And when it doesn’t materialize, his world almost comes to an end.
You long to see conversions—and you’re not seeing them the way you long for them.
You see false prophets drawing in hundreds and thousands—and you have 65 people, none of
whom can get along with one another.
God has blessed your ministry with conversions and edification, but for 25 years God has not
saved your own son.
You love Jesus and your wife loves Jesus, but she doesn’t like you.
You fill in the blank. There is despair and discouragement that can come even to faithful
servants. And when it comes you learn what you love, believe, treasure, and where you rest.
Elijah’s deepest dream has been shattered.
So he is running. To the south, not just to Judah, but past Judah and down in to the
wilderness to the mountain of God. And then at the mountain of God he went into a cave and
wanted to die.
2. Even people who fight against idolatry can succumb to it.
The source of Elijah’s discouragement: he forgot his name and he forgot the message he
wanted Israel to embrace.
His name means Yahweh is Lord—and he’s forgotten it.
God first comes in a whirlwind. It’s not an F5, it’s an EF6.
And then the Lord comes in a mighty earthquake and then in fire, but Elijah’s still inside; he
wants to die.
This is a picture of what Elijah wanted—a spectacular demonstration of God’s power, as the
Lord as the only God. And it didn’t happen. God did not purpose to answer the cries of
Elijah’s heart that God would operate spectacularly.
And finally a small whisper inexorably draws him out.
Then God says, “What are you doing here? This is not where you’re supposed to be! I’ve got
stuff for you to do!” And then His follow up to that is, “Head north, young man, and you pass
right through Judah and you pass right through Israel, and you head straight to Syria
because”—you want to hear the tender words of compassion? Hear God’s tender words of
compassion: “Elijah, I’m putting you on the shelf. You’re done. The only ministry that you’re
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going to have for the rest of your life is preparing the way for others who are going to do the
job that I had sent you to do.”
You cannot possibly imagine how hard those words were for a man who had lived for one
thing.
You know, when a voice whispers in your ear, “You ought to always have your heart’s
desires.” You can be assured that that voice always speaks with a hiss from a forked tongue.
But when you hear a voice say to you, “You see that treasure? The thing that you want more
than anything else in the world? You can’t have it, but I’ll give you Me instead.” You can
always be assured where that voice comes from. It’s just like you, Lord.
Jesus was battling idolatry in the garden (not my will, but yours be done). And God loves
Elijah too much to let him stay there.
God will not let you preach a message that you do not live.
Lord, you are hard to your servants! No. Even when Elijah can’t eat, God sends an angel to
prod him to eat a hot breakfast.
Elijah’s ministry is essentially over. It doesn’t end well. Elijah has all but had his day.
3. Even when it looks like God is being hard on his servants, you can be assured
that his provision is staggeringly and lavishly loving, generous, good and kind.
The balm of God on Elijah’s discouraged soul: God’s lovingkindness is the ground of a certain
hope and everlasting encouragement
But see 2 Kings 2. Look at vv. 1-14, and vv. 9-10 in particular. Elisha asked for a double
portion of Elijah’s spirit. Elijah says something really strange: “You will only be able to get it
if you see me when I’m taken.” What is up with that? What do you mean I’m not going to get
it if I don’t see you when I’m taken, but I am going to get it if I see you when I am taken?
Look at verse 11: “As they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire
separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.”
You don’t think God didn’t know the deepest desires of Elijah’s heart? You think he doesn’t
care about your dashed hopes and broken dreams? God brings him home by fire and
whirlwind—I know my servant’s heart. This is how we’re bringing him up.
The man who was so dead of all his hopes and bereft of all his treasure that he didn’t want to
see the glory of God in the whirlwind was ushered into glory—by a whirlwind and horses and
chariots of fire.
“And Elisha saw it and he cried, ‘My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!’ And he saw him no more.”
Why did Elisha have to see him? So that he could come back and tell the writer of Second
Kings, “Let me tell you how God took him! He not only took him on horses and chariots of
fire; He took him by the whirlwind and he saw His glory.” Because the One who took him is
worth infinitely more than anything he had ever taken from Elijah. And He showed him His
glory whether Elijah wanted to see it or not.
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But I want to tell you my friends, it gets better than this. This is not the last time we see
Elijah in the Bible. Turn to Luke 9:28ff.
Elijah: I want you to go down on a mountain again. There’s something I want you to see.
He’s on a mountain. Do you see what Elijah was able to see? He was is looking into the face
of Jesus and beholding the transfigured glory of God (2 Cor 4). It all makes sense now.
Do you see the lesson that Elijah has learned? A costly and brutal lesson. God has ruthlessly
and emphatically pursued his fundamental idolatry and he’s ripped it from his heart and
crushed it and then He said, “Don’t underestimate me. I’m enough for you, Elijah. I’m the
only treasure worth having and I’m the only treasure that can’t be taken away from you.
Elijah, I am to be your vision.”
Every single one of us faces that choice. Believers face this choice and they ache and they cry
and they mourn and they ask why. They ask it a thousand times. But in the end, they go
limping along their way for the rest of their lives having learned His grace is sufficient for me
and His power is perfected in my weakness and they go on fixed on Him as their treasure.
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T4G 6: David Platt, “Divine Sovereignty: The Fuel of
Death-Defying Missions” (Revelation 5:1-14)
One Overarching Truth
A high view of God’s sovereignty fuels death-defying devotion to global missions.
Pastors who believe that God is sovereign over all things will lead Christians to die for the
sake of all peoples.
Three Underlying Premises
This will clarify where we’re going, and maybe even disarm you a bit from objections that
may already be rising in your mind and your heart.
(1) Local ministry and local mission are totally necessary.
I am not saying tonight—or advocating at any point—that we should neglect local ministry, in
the local church or the local community.
(2) Global missions is tragically neglected.
The northern part of Yemen has 8 million people. That’s twice the population of the entire
state of Kentucky.
Do you know how many believers there are out of those 8 million people? 20 or 30.
There are more believers in a Sunday School class in your church than in all of northern
Yemen.
Over 2 billion people in the world today are classified as unreached—which means more than
“unsaved” but that the gospel is simply not accessible to them.
(3) Pastors have the privilege and responsibility to lead the way in global
missions.
Over 6,000 people groups with over 2 billion people in them are not yet reached with the
gospel. This is a problem not for mission boards and mission agencies to address—this is a
problem for every pastor and every local church represented in this room to address.
Pastors, we love people in our local churches (local ministry) and we love people in our local
communities (local mission) to the end that one day all peoples in all the world receive the
gospel of God and revere the glory of God (global missions).
And what drives all of this—in the heart of a pastor and in the heart of a local church—is
rock-solid confidence in the sovereignty of God over all things.
Revelation 5:1-14
Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and
on the back, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice,
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” And no one in heaven or on earth or
under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, and I began to weep loudly
because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. And one of the elders
said to me,
“Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so
that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”
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And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb
standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. And he went and took the scroll from the right
hand of him who was seated on the throne. And when he had taken the scroll, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song,
saying,
“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”
Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the
voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying
with a loud voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all
that is in them, saying,
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.
Four Theological Truths in the Text
(1) Our sovereign God holds the destiny of the world in the palm of his hand.
Revelation 5:1, “I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll. . . .”
Revelation 4:11, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.”
Tozer, Knowledge of the Holy:
Almighty God, just because he is almighty, needs no support.
The picture of a nervous, ingratiating God fawning over men to win their favor is not a
pleasant one; yet if we look at the popular conception of God that is precisely what we see.
Twentieth-century Christianity has put God on charity. So lofty is our opinion of ourselves
that we find it quite easy, not to say enjoyable, to believe that we are necessary to God. . . .
Probably the hardest thought of all for our natural egotism to entertain is that God does not
need our help. We commonly represent Him as a busy, eager, somewhat frustrated Father
hurrying about seeking help to carry out His benevolent plan to bring peace and salvation to
the world. . . .
Too many missionary appeals are based upon this fancied frustration of Almighty God. An
effective speaker can easily excite pity in his hearers, not only for the heathen but for the God
who has tried so hard and so long to save them and has failed for want of support.
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I fear that thousands of younger persons enter Christian service from no higher motive than
to help deliver God from the embarrassing situation His love has gotten Him into and His
limited abilities seem unable to get Him out of.
Add to this a certain degree of commendable idealism and a fair amount of compassion for
the underprivileged and you have the true drive behind much Christian activity today.
(2) The state of man before God apart from Christ is utterly hopeless.
Revelation 5:2, “I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open
the scroll and break its seals?’ And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able
to open the scroll or to look into it, and I began to weep loudly because no one was found
worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.”
The scroll contains the grand purpose of God in the world. And the silence of heaven testifies
to the sinfulness of man. No one is worthy, and John is weeping. There is no hope apart from
Christ.
Thomas Watson: “Thus it is in Hell; they would die, but they cannot. The wicked shall be
always dying but never dead; the smoke of the furnace ascends for ever and ever. Oh! Who
can endure thus to be ever upon the rack? This word ‘ever’ breaks the heart.”
George Whitfield used to speak with tears in his eyes of “the torment of burning like a livid
coal, not for an instant or for a day, but for millions and millions of ages, at the end of which
souls will realize that they are no closer to the end than when they first begun, and they will
never, ever be delivered from that place.“
The way we talk about hell—helluva game, helluva song—shows we have no idea what we’re
talking about.
The state of the unreached in the world: they haven’t heard of God—and yet they haveheard
him and seen him.
Romans 1:18-23, “What may be known about God is plain to them because God has made it
plain to them. For since the creation of the world, God’s invisible qualities, His eternal power
and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so
that men are without excuse. Although they knew God, they neither glorified God nor gave
thanks to Him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.
Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal
God for images made to look like birds and animals and reptiles.”
The innocent man in Africa goes to heaven—the only problem is that he doesn’t exist. There
are no innocent unreached people in the world. They are guilty before God and thus they
need the gospel!
There are over 2 billion people in this world at this moment whose knowledge of God is only
sufficient to damn them to hell forever. But there is hope!
(3) The greatest news in all the world is that the slaughtered Lamb of God reigns
as the sovereign Lord of all.
“One of the elders said to me, ‘Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root
of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.’” (Revelation 5:5).
He was promised centuries ago to patriarchs of old: “the lion of the tribe of Judah . . . to
whom shall be the obedience of the peoples” (Genesis 49:10).
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He is the Root of David: “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a
branch from his roots shall bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him . . . and he
will stand as a signal for the peoples” (Isaiah 11:1-2, 11).
“I will raise up,” declares the sovereign Lord, “for David a righteous Branch, and he shall
reign as king” (Jeremiah 23:5).
“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and
the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ!” (1 Corinthians 15:55-56).
“Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).
Throughout history, from the beginning of time, men have come and men have gone, women
have come and women have gone, all of them, the noblest of them, the kindest of them, the
strongest of them, the greatest of them—all of them have fallen prey to sin.
All of them—every single man and every single woman—a slave to Satan.
All of them—generation after generation, century after century—every single man and every
single woman succumbed to death.
But then came another man—unlike any man or woman before.
This man did not fall prey to sin; He possessed power over sin.
This man was not enslaved to Satan; He was enslaved to righteousness.
And this man did not succumb to death; He triumphed over death.
How? By suffering as a lamb.
He was marred / despised / rejected / stricken / smitten / afflicted / wounded / chastised /
oppressed/ pulverized in our place—and all who hide under the banner of his blood will be
saved.
The Lamb of God has not only endured death in our place; he has defeated death by his
power. He bears the scars of death, yet he is sovereign over death.
Crown Him the Lord of love, behold His hands and side,
Those wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified.
No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight,
But downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright.
Crown Him the Lord of life, who triumphed over the grave,
And rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save.
His glories now we sing, who died, and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.
Revelation 5:7, “He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on
the throne.”
Breathtaking audacity.
Salvation through sacrifice.
The consummation of the kingdom comes through the crucifixion of God’s Son.
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Jesus was “obedient to death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God has exalted Him to the
highest place and given Him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:8-9).
(4) The atonement of Christ is graciously, globally, and gloriously particular.
“Four living creatures and twenty-four elders fell down and they sang a new song, saying,
‘Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood
you ransomed/purchased people for God from every tribe and language and people and
nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on
the earth’” (Rev. 5:8-10).
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has “chosen you in him before the foundation of the
world, that you should be holy and blameless in his sight. In love, He predestined you to be
adopted as his son through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, to the praise of
His glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in Him. In Him you have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of your trespasses, according to the riches of His grace,
which He lavished on you according to His purpose. . . . In Him you have obtained an
inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things
according to the counsel of his will” (Eph. 1:4-11).
Brothers and sisters, if there are 6,000 people groups that have still not been reached with
the gospel of Christ, then we have missed the point of the atonement.
Our obedience to the Great Commission of Christ is incomplete if we just make disciples. Our
commission is to make disciples of all the nations, of all the peoples.
Particular atonement drives global missions. So if we believe Revelation 5:9 (if we believe
that Jesus died to purchase people from every tribe and tongue and nation), then let us go to
every tribe and tongue and nation.
Why? Because we feel guilty that we’re reached, that we have all these resources? Aren’t we
just “guilting people” into going overseas to the unreached? We feel bad so we go?
No.
What drives passion for unreached peoples is not guilt, it’s glory—glory for a King.
It’s people who know that our sovereign God deserves the praise of not just 10,000 people
groups on the planet, but all 16,000 of them. And we’re not going to stop until every single
people group purchased by Christ is exalting His Name.
Four Implications of What We Should Do
(1) Let us lead our churches to pray confidently (for the spread of the gospel to
all peoples).
Tell them Matthew 24:14. Tell them that “the gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed as a
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” Tell them that, and then lead them to
pray for the end to come. Ladd said this verse is “the single most important verse in the Word
of God for the people of God today.” “God alone knows the definition of terms. I cannot
precisely define who all the nations are, but I do not need to know. I know only one thing:
Christ has not yet returned; therefore, the task is not yet done. When it is done, Christ will
come. Our responsibility is not to insist on defining the terms; our responsibility is to
complete the task. So long as Christ does not return, our work is undone. Let us get busy and
complete our mission.”
Teach them how to use Operation World.
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(2) Let us lead our churches to give sacrificially.
For every $100 a Christian in North America makes, an average of $0.05 goes to the
unreached.
Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert, When Helping Hurts: “The Bible’s teachings should cut to
the heart of North American Christians. By any measure, we are the richest people ever to
walk on planet Earth.”
See Psalm 67.
God gives his people worldly wealth for the spread of worldwide worship. The sovereign God
of the universe has willed for us to be wealthy for the sake of his worship.
(3) Let us lead our churches to go intentionally to all peoples.
We need to have short-term, mid-term, and long-term missions.
There’s no question that we see Timothy-type people in the NT and Paul-type people in the
NT.
God calls Timothy-type people to stay in a church (among the reached) and shepherd the
body.
God calls Paul-type people to leave the reached and scatter to the unreached.
And pastor, there are men and women in your church whom God is calling to Paul-type
ministry. Maybe not everybody, but some of them. God is calling them to pack their bags and
move overseas to spread the gospel among unreached peoples.
So are you
encouraging them?
calling them out?
coming alongside them?
taking time during the year in your preaching and in your pastoring to speak
specifically to them?
• leading the church to fast and pray like Antioch in Acts 13 and listening, “God, who are
you calling out next to go long-term to unreached people groups overseas?” and waiting
until he answers.
Are you listening? Could he be calling you?
Why don’t we just send money and let the local people do it? There are no local Christians,
there are no local churches . . . that’s what it means to be unreached. God’s design is not for
you and me to send them our money so they can lose their lives spreading the
gospelinstead of us.
(4) Let us lead our churches to die willingly.
A high view of God’s sovereignty fuels death-defying devotion to global missions. Pastors
who believe that God is sovereign over all things will lead Christians to die for the sake of all
peoples.
•
•
•
•

Romanian pastor Josef Tson recounted a time he was being interrogated by six men. He said
to one of them:
What is taking place here is not an encounter between you and me. This is an encounter
between my God and me. . . . My God is teaching me a lesson [through you]. I do not know
what it is. Maybe he wants to teach me several lessons. I only know, sirs, that you will do to
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me only what God wants you to do—and you will not go one inch further—because you are
only an instrument of my God. Every day I saw those six pompous men as nothing more than
my Father’s puppets!
Tson again:
During an early interrogation I had told an officer who was threatening to kill me, “Sir, let me
explain how I see this issue. Your supreme weapon is killing. My supreme weapon is dying.
Here is how it works. You know that my sermons on tape have spread all over the country. If
you kill me, those sermons will be sprinkled with my blood. Everyone will know I died for my
preaching. And everyone who has a tape will pick it up and say, ‘I’d better listen again to
what this man preached, because he really meant it; he sealed it with his life.’ So, sir, my
sermons will speak ten times louder than before. I will actually rejoice in this supreme victory
if you kill me.” After I said this, the interrogator sent me home. Another officer who was
interrogating a pastor friend of mind told him, “We know that Mr. Tson would love to be a
martyr, but we are not that foolish to fulfill his wish.” I stopped to consider the meaning of
that statement. I remembered how for many years, I had been afraid of dying. I had kept a
low profile. Because I wanted badly to live, I had wasted my life in inactivity. But now that I
had placed my life on the altar and decided I was ready to die for the Gospel, they were telling
me they would not kill me! I could go wherever I wanted in the country and preach whatever
I wanted, knowing I was safe. As long as I tried to save my life, I was losing it. Now that I was
willing to lose it, I found it.
So pastors:
Let us be finished and done with puny theology that results in paltry approaches to missions
in our churches.
Let us believe deeply in the sovereign God of the universe who holds the destiny of the world
(and our lives) in the palm of his hand.
Let us see the hopeless state of man before God apart from Christ, and let us lead our
churches to pray, to give, and to go to unreached peoples with the greatest news in all the
world.
We have been saved by a graciously, globally, gloriously particular sacrifice, so let us lead our
churches and let us give our lives—let’s lose them, if necessary—for the advancement of
Christ’s kingdom and the accomplishment of Christ’s commission.
And let’s not stop until the slaughtered Lamb of God and sovereign Lord of all receives the
full reward of his sufferings.
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T4G 5: Kevin DeYoung, “Spirit-Powered, GospelDriven, Faith-Fueled Effort” (1 Corinthians 15:10)
Audio of this session here.
Kevin’s next book will be The Hole in Our Holiness: Filling the Gap between Gospel Passion
and the Pursuit of Godliness (Crossway, August 2012). [Not sure how long this will last, but
Amazon has it on pre-sale for 53% off.]
I could be wrong, but in general, I believe that for all the good that we see in the Young,
Restless, Reformed movement (or the New Calvinism, or the Reformed Resurgence, or
whatever you want to call it)—for all the good that I see (and there is much), I believe that
there are critical elements of Christian discipleship that we are not yet known for.
We are, I believe, known for
• our commitment to the Scriptures,
• our commitment to expositional preaching,
• our commitment to the doctrines of grace,
• our commitment to biblical manhood and womanhood,
• our commitment to the uniqueness of Christ,
• our commitment to penal substitutionary atonement,
• our commitment to justification by faith alone, and above all
• our commitment to the centrality of the gospel.
All of this is to be celebrated and commended.

But there are two critical areas in which I think we need to grow: (1) a commitment to global
missions and (2) a commitment to personal holiness. David Platt will speak on the former; I
want to take this time to talk to you about the latter.
Hebrews 12:14 tells us to “strive for . . . for the holiness without which no one will see the
Lord.”
The writer is talking about progressive sanctification not our positional holiness in Christ.
That’s why he says “strive for holiness.” Without it, we won’t see the Lord.
As we celebrate what Christ has saved us from, we must also give thought to and make effort
concerning all that Christ has saved us to.
Those most passionate about the gospel of God’s free grace should also be those most
dedicated to the pursuit of godliness.
This talk is not about why we must be holy, but how we can grow in holiness.
Thousands of people in the church feel “not very holy” and they want to move into the
category of “more holy.”
What will you do and say? How will you help them get there? How will you get there?
•
•
•
•
•

Will you give them legalism?
Will you give them license?
Will you give them platitudes?
Will you ignore the topic altogether we are gospel people and gospel people don’t talk
about personal holiness?
How do Christians grow in godliness?
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That’s the question of this message. And here is my answer: Spirit-powered, gospel-driven,
faith-fueled effort.
“But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the
contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is
with me” (1 Corinthians 15:10).
Paul says that he is last (v. 8) and least (v. 9), but, v. 10: “But by the grace of God I am what I
am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of
them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.”
Paul is not saying, “don’t judge, God made me this way.” He’s saying, “I’m an apostle by the
grace of God. I may be one untimely born. I may be completely undeserving. I may not have
the history that the other apostles have. But I am still an apostle by God’s grace.”
Paul says he is “working hard,” and he also says “that’s the grace of God at work within me.”
Our work is not only a response to grace, but an effect of grace.”
Two things you need to understand about the pursuit of holiness: (1) You need to work hard,
and (2) God’s grace needs to work in you.
Growth in godliness requires (1) Spirit-powered, (2) gospel-driven, (3) faith-fueled (4) effort.
Sometimes we speak in generalities; good phrases—even biblical—but they can become
meaningless (like sports inteviews).
“Just look to Jesus.” “Just bathe it in prayer.” “Just be soaked in the Spirit.” “Just be washed
in the word.” Sure sounds clean!
So we need to unpack what ” Spirit-powered, gospel-driven, faith-fueled effort” means.
I. Spirit-powered
1 Peter 1:2: “sanctification of the Spirit.”
Biblical image 1: Spirit as power, not a weak little spirit (Eph. 3:16; Rom. 8:9-13)
Biblical image 2: Spirit as light, revealing sin (John 16:7-11), revealing truth, revealing glory
(John 16:14; 2 Cor. 3:18).
The Spirit sanctifies by revealing sin, revealing truth, and revealing glory.
When we close our eyes to this light, the Bible calls it resisting the Spirit (Acts 7:51), or
quenching (1 Thess. 5:19) or grieving the Spirit (Eph. 4:30)—situations where we do not
accept the Spirit’s sanctifying work in our lives.
The Spirit keeps flipping the light on, but do you keep running into another dark room?
II. Gospel-driven
Everyone agrees that the pursuit of holiness must flow from the gospel.
But how exactly do good deeds grow out of good news? How does the flow work? We need to
connect the dots for our people.
Two examples:
(1) The gospel drives us to godliness out of a sense of gratitude (Rom. 12:1—”in
view of God’s mercies, present yourself”). A fitting response to grace.
Piper: Humility +happiness from thankfulness tend to crowd out what is coarse, ugly, or
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mean. If you have anger problems or bitterness problems, you can be sure you have a
gratitude problem.
(2) The gospel drives us to godliness by telling us the truth about who we are.
Certain sins become more difficult when we understand our new position in Christ.
If we are heirs to the whole word, why should we envy?
If we are God’s treasured possession, why be jealous?
If God is our Father, why be afraid?
If we are dead to sin, why live in it?
If we’ve been raised with Christ, why continue in our old sinful ways?
If we are seated in the heavenly places, why act like the devil of hell?
If we are loved with an everlasting love, why are we trying to prove our worth to the
world?
• If Christ is all in all, why am I so preoccupied with myself?
We need to do spiritual warfare with the sword of the Spirit.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Remember that there is therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus
(Rom. 8:1).
• Remember that the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you (Rom.
8:11).
• Remember that you are a child of God, and if a child then an heir (Rom. 8:16-17).
• Remember that nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord (Rom. 8:38-39).
Understand your identity. Embrace your identity. Be your identity.
•

Lady Gaga’s “born this way”—it resonates, it’s a half-truth, and it conceals a damnable lie. We
resonate with the idea that “we cannot be something that we are not.” You are absolutely
right—but you can be born again a different way.
III. Faith-fueled
We are justified by faith, and, in a different sense, we are sanctified through faith.
“Sanctification by faith.” This can be a true statement, but we should be cautious about using
it because we have to mean something different by the word “by” than we do with
“justification by faith.” The two phrases only both work when you mean something very
different by them.
In justification faith is passive (to receive and rest). In sanctification faith is active (to will
and work).
We need to be so careful here!
Better to say: the pursuit of holiness is the fight of faith—fueled by belief in God’s word to us.
We believe
•
•
•
•

the gospel
what God says about our identity in Christ
the word of God against the lies of the devil
God’s promises
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You can see this illustrates in the faith-fueled promises of the Sermon on the Mount:Matthew
5:5, 8; 6:1, 4; 7:13.
The holy life is always a life of faith, (1) believing not just in our justification but (2) believing
with all our hearts all that God has promised to us now and in the future, and then (3) acting
as if it were really true.
IV. Effort
Not saying
• we do it in our own strength,
• we do it to make ourselves right with God,
• we get justified by faith and then it’s nothing but work as we get sanctified.
The call of Christian preaching is never to make effort at godliness apart from the power of
the Spirit, the truths of the gospel, or the centrality of faith.
But neither do the realities of Spirit, gospel, and faith eliminate the need for human effort.
“Effort” should not be a four-letter word in your theological vocabulary.
Romans 8:13 says by the Spirit we must put to death the deeds of the flesh.
Ephesians 4:22-24 instructs us to put off the old self and put on the new.
Colossians 3:5 commands us to put to death what is earthly in us.
1 Timothy 6:12 urges us to fight the good fight.
Luke 13:24 exhorts us to strive to enter the narrow gate.
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 speaks of running a race and beating the body.
Philippians 3:12-14 talks of pressing on and straining forward.
2 Peter 1:5 flat out commands us to “make every effort!”
Revelation 2 and 3, Jesus says the reward of eternal life goes to those who conquer and
overcome.
As gospel Christians, we should not be afraid of striving, fighting, and working.
Ryle: “The child of God has two great marks about him: he is known for his inner warfare and
his inner peace.”
Calvin: “As it is an arduous work and of immense labor to put off the corruption which is in
us, he bids us to strive and make every effort for this purpose. He intimates that no place is to
be given in this case to sloth, and that we ought to obey God calling us, not slowly or
carelessly, but that there is need of alacrity; as though he had said, ‘Put forth every effort, and
make your exertions manifest to all.’”
Hodge: “In the work of regeneration, the soul is passive. It cannot cooperate in the
communication of spiritual life. But in conversion, repentance, faith, and growth in grace, all
its powers are called into exercise. As, however, the effects produced transcend the efficiency
of our fallen nature, and are due to the agency of the Spirit, sanctification does not cease to
be supernatural, or a work of grace, because the soul is active and cooperating in the
process.”
Monergism v. synergism is not the right debate for sanctification. That has to do with
regeneration.
Bavinck: “Granted, in the first place [sanctification] is a work and gift of God (Phil 1:5; 1
Thess. 5:23), a process in which humans are passive just as they are in regeneration, of which
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it is the continuation. But based on this work of God in humans, it acquires, in the second
place, an active meaning, and people themselves are called and equipped to sanctify
themselves and devote their whole life to God. . . .”
We don’t just say “get more gripped by the gospel.” We also need to work. We don’t hold to
Keswick’s “let go and let God.” Sanctification is not by surrender but by divinely enabled toil
and effort.
V. Applying this to ourselves and to our people.
To ourselves.
Being a pastor is hard work.
Colossians 1:28-29: “Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all
wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all
his energy that he powerfully works within me.”
People should see in us an example of faithful toil.
What about workaholics? Family neglect? Lack of sleep? We can’t work too hard (just like
you can’t be too gospel-centered or too focused on grace). But we can work in the wrong way
(just like we can be gospel obliterating or have a one-dimensional view of grace). We can
work in an imbalanced way (or not work hard at resting or turning away from emails or
saying no to requests).
No one is in danger of working too hard—but we can be working very foolishly. You need to
work hard at resting, at not being distracted, at being present when you come home in the
evening, to guard your day off. Working 80 hours a week as a pastor is not hard work—
working 60 is. It’s easy to be a lazy workaholic.
To our people.
I think many of us are getting scared to tell people to do some stuff—and not do some stuff.
The Bible is full of lots of texts telling God’s people to do things (Great Commission—
teaching them to obey the commands of Jesus!).
I don’t meet any hardcore antinomianisms (against the law). But plaguing some of our
churches could be nomophobia (afraid of the third use of the law). But law came after gospel.
Ten commandments after deliverance.
If you preach on David and Bathsheba and never say anything about great David’s greater
Son who succeed for David failed, then you aren’t connecting the dots.
But if you preach on David and Bathsheba and don’t say anything about adultery and sexual
sin and how the thing David had done displeased the Lord, then you aren’t preaching the
text. It ends: “the thing David had done displeased the Lord.”
Luke 18: the parable is told so that they won’t stop praying and will not lose heart. There’s
alegalistic way to lay into people about this—it’s easy to do. Everyone feels guilty for
everything you’re talking about. But as an alternative, the climax of a sermon on
prayerlessness ends with forgiveness. There are lots of things to motivate us in the text (elect,
God as father, faith).
Preach not just the content, but the mood of the text.
You cannot assume that everyone in your church needs a kick in the pants—or a hug. Preach
the text!
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Making an effort to be holy is not somehow sub-gospel.
The gospel is the good news about salvation. And salvation is in three tenses—it’s about God
saving you
• from wrath
• unto holiness
• for glory.
Don’t give people half a Savior—half of the grace of God. When we get to obedience we are
still talking about grace—the grace that will change you.

Benediction from Hebrews 13:20-21:
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good
that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
Rock of Ages:
Rock of ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee;
let the water and the blood,
from thy wounded side which flowed,
be of sin the double cure;
save from wrath and make me pure.
With faith in the gospel, the power of the Spirit, and the grace of God at work within us, we
will be teaching pigs to fly.
But without the biblical exhortation to effort we’ll be confused, wondering why sanctification
isn’t automatically flowing from a heartfelt commitment to gospel-drenched justification.
We’ll be waiting around for enough faith to really “get the gospel” when God wants us to get
up and get to work (Phil 2:11-12).
When it comes to sanctification, we need to understand two points: (1) holiness does not
happen apart from trusting, and (2) trusting does not put an end to trying.
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T4G 4: Thabiti Anyabwile, “Will Your Gospel
Transform a Terrorist?” (1 Timothy 1:12-17)

The greatest hindrance to the gospel is the Christian’s lack of confidence in the gospel itself.
Is there any obvious, compelling marks in your life revealing a deep and unshakeable
confidence in the power of the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ?
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More specifically, do you have confidence that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is enough to
transform the people who seem to you the farthest away, with the hardest heart toward the
Lord?
Do we underestimate the gospel’s ability to change what we think are the worst or sinners,
the hardest hearts?
The title of my sermon refers to “terrorists.” Many of us have particular images that flash to
mind when we hear or read that word. But don’t just think of the dominant stereotype. Try
to get in mind the person(s) that provoke fear in your heart, the person you’re tempted to
view as unreachable. It could be the imagined Muslim terrorist detonating bombs in civilian
marketplaces or the radical Hindu burning down churches. Or, it could be the prostitute
down the street, the drug dealer in that neighborhood, or uncle Clint the violent alcoholic. It
could be Mrs. Hatcher, your third grade teacher, or Granny Jones who used to kiss you with
that hairy mustache. Fix that person in your mind and ask: Am I confident—down in my
bones with Romans 1:16styled unashamedness—that the gospel of Jesus Christ will
transform this person?
Is Romans 1:16 really our boast? Is that boast obvious in our lives and ministries? If not,
what do we need to do? How do we need to repent of our unbelief?
1 Timothy 1:12-17 ESV
“I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me
faithful, appointing me to his service, though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and
insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the
grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The
saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in me,
as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who
were to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only
God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”
1. The Great Change in One Terrorist’s Life (1 Tim. 1:12-13)
Paul begins his instruction by calling Timothy to deal with false teaching and false teachers
(vv. 3-4).
This falsehood is destroying faith and Christian witness (vv. 5-7).
This turn from the truth to the Law is contrary to the intended audience of the Law (vv. 910), contrary “to the sound doctrine that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God,
which [God] entrusted to [Paul]” (vv. 10-11).
When Paul mentions “the glorious gospel of the blessed God” entrusted to him, the mention
of the gospel has a certain effect on him. We’ve all had the experience of driving along in our
cares when “our song” comes on the radio. No matter what we’re doing, we’re instantly
transported back to the time and the frame of mind when the song first became “our
song.” The glorious gospel of the blessed God is Paul’s song and it takes him back.
Verses 12-13 give us a dramatic “before and after” testimony-portrait of the apostle.
The After Picture
Verse 12: “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that He considered me
faithful, appointing me to His service.”
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The Before Picture
Verse 13—”once. . . “ “Even though I was once a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a violent
man. . . ”
When first meet Paul as Saul. See Acts 7:54-8:3; 9:1-2; 22:4; 26:9-11.
Three Questions
1.1. Why do you suppose Paul remembers these things he once was so vividly?
Sin had left its crimson stain. Sometime the deeper the sin the deeper the remembrance.
1.2. Why do you suppose Paul threw himself so fully into what appears as such
a demonic and destructive course to us?
In a word, Paul was lost.
We can define “lostness” as convinced blindness and misdirected love resulting in eternal
damnation.
We don’t tend to use this word that much anymore. What happens when
Christians losecertain words key for gospel understanding? When we lose words we also lose
the ideas and meanings for which the words were containers.
• We lose the necessity of repentance (because no one is seen as going in the wrong
direction).
• We lose the necessity of substitution (because man only needs to reform himself).
• We lose the love-worthy majesty of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit (because other loves are seen as more satisfying—especially in this right now,
gotta have it, materialistic and worldly life).
• We lose wrath and hell (because man isn’t at enmity with God if man is not lost; he’s
simply on a journey, a seeker, and it would be cruel of God to be angry with or to
eternally judge people doing their best to make their way).
• We lose missions and evangelism (because no one really needs to be saved from
anything if they’re not willfully blind with misdirected affections).
Lose “lostness” and you lose the whole shootin’ match.
1.3. What caused Paul’s great change?
The gospel.
2. The Great Cause of Paul’s Change (1 Tim. 1:14-16)
2.1. Paul Tells Us the Gospel Supplied His Need.
Verse 13: “I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.”
Verse 14: “The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and
love that are in Christ Jesus.”
All that he lacked was now supplied in Christ. All that had ruined him was renewed in Christ.
2.2. Paul Tells Us the Gospel Is Trustworthy.
Verse 15: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” The cookies are on the button
shelf; this is a neon sign. “Put your confidence HERE!” It’s trustworthy, and it’s all here in
one sentence:
•
•

Christ—a chosen Messiah, an anointed one from God
Jesus—the historical and eternal Son of God
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• Came into the world—from where? (glory) How? (the Incarnation)
• To Save—Salvation, and implied damnation and wrath
• Sinners—all of Adam’s posterity need this
3.3. Paul Tells Us the Gospel Reaches the Worst and He Is Simply an Example.
The gospel comes to the worst of sinners. “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—
of whom I am the worst.” Paul is just an example meant to inspire others to believe. Verse
16: “For this very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners. Christ Jesus
might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and
receive eternal life.”

What Would Confidence in the Gospel Look Like?
9 marks:
(1) We would be around the worst of sinners looking for gospel opportunities. We would
strategically place ourselves in locations and times conducive to gospel conversation.
(2) We would share the gospel slowly and clearly. If the gospel does the work, then we only
need to release it. Are we trying to release the gospel or are we trying to help it out?
(3) We would redirect our fears from man to God. We would fear being unfaithful more
than we would fear being unfruitful. Fruitfulness lies in God’s hands; faithfulness lies in
ours. It is required of stewards that we be found faithful (1 Cor. 4:1-2).
(4) We would endeavor to preach the gospel in every sermon. On what Sunday do expect
there will be no lost people in your congregation? On what Sunday do you think Christians
can go without hearing the gospel? If the Good News is our confidence then we will show
that by legitimately working from every text of Scripture to Christ and to the gospel. Our
manner of preaching should say every Sunday, “My confidence is in the Good News.” Our
lack of confidence will likely show itself in a desire to say a lot of things other than the gospel.
(5) We would be careful with new converts and with our evangelistic methods. It’s tempting
to see Paul’s sudden and dramatic conversion on the Damascus Road as paradigmatic for all
conversions. Many, if not most, of the conversions in the NT appear to us like gradual
dawnings of truth on the minds and hearts of the lost. Richard Peace,Conversion in the New
Testament, p. 5:
The implications of this insight became quickly apparent. In its evangelistic work the church
has sought to replicate in others what happened to St. Paul: a sudden, point-in-time
transformation based on an encounter with Jesus. Thus evangelism has focused on a single
issue: accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior now, at this moment in time. It was assumed that
all people at every moment in time were able to answer the question: “Will you accept
Jesus?” There was little room for those still on the way in understanding who Jesus
is. Evangelistic methods were geared around producing instantaneous “decisions for
Christ.” Mass rallies ended with a call to come forward and make a decision for
Jesus. Visitation evangelism dialogues were designed to confront people with the need to
accept Jesus at this moment in time, lest they die and not go to heaven. Tracts were written
that always ended with a prayer of commitment. Certainly the impulse behind such efforts
was and is positive. Concerned Christian men and women long for others to enter into the
kind of life-changing experience of Jesus they themselves have had. But these evangelistic
methodologies are derived from an understanding that the model for conversion is what
happened to St. Paul. To confront people with the need to decide in a moment for Jesus is
derived from a punctiliar understanding of conversion.
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Ask, “Do I need to see something happen in order to bolster my confidence that the gospel
worked?”
(6) Study the gospel in deeper and more varied ways. Take one aspect of the gospel per
month—justice, wrath, substitution, joy, forgiveness, etc. Search the scriptures for the
entirety of that month peering into the gospel indicatives and imperatives regarding that
theme.
(7) We would preach in order to open eyes, not just transfer information (Acts 26:18). We
need to bring insight that leads to turning and forgiveness of sins and eternal lives.
(8) Ask, “Is my confidence in myself (e.g., my preparation, delivery, eloquence, wisdom ) or
in the power of the gospel itself?”
(9) Preach in a way that relies on God’s power. 1 Corinthians 2:5, “so that your faith might
not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”
3. The Great Celebration that Results from the Gospel (1 Tim. 1:17)
Verse 17: “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory
forever and ever, amen.”
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T4G 3: Mark Dever, “False Conversions: The Suicide
of the Church”

Audio for this session here.
Could it be that many of our hearers, each week—even many of our members—aren’t saved?
Langston Hughes:
Westley and I were surrounded by sisters and deacons praying. It was very hot in the church,
and getting late now. Finally Westley said to me in a whisper: “. . . I’m tired o’ sitting here.
Let’s get up and be saved.” So he got up and was saved.
Then I was left all alone on the mourners’ bench. My aunt came and knelt at my knees and
cried, while prayers and song swirled all around me in the little church. The whole
congregation prayed for me alone, in a mighty wail of moans and voices. And I kept waiting
serenely for Jesus, waiting, waiting – but he didn’t come. I wanted to see him, but nothing
happened to me. Nothing! I wanted something to happen to me, but nothing happened. . . .
God had not struck Westley dead for taking his name in vain or for lying in the temple. So I
decided that maybe to save further trouble, I’d better lie, too, and say that Jesus had come,
and get up and be saved.
So I got up.
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Suddenly the whole room broke into a sea of shouting, as they saw me rise. Waves of
rejoicing swept the place. Women leaped in the air.
Why give time trying to fix a problem that’s inevitable (false conversion). The experience of
Langston Hughes is, I fear, the pattern of thousands—even millions—or people around the
world.
This is a serious problem.
1. God’s Plan
God has an overarching purpose to get glory for himself through a people. All peoples on
earth will be blessed (Genesis 12). God’s plan is to make himself known among the nations—
through Christ, and specifically through the church. The early church planted churches. They
continued God’s plan of working through a people. His people are a means of bringing him
glory—that’s the pattern from Genesis to Revelation. Pastors, you are about something at the
center of God’s existence.
2. The Problem
God’s people were unfaithful. Instead of honoring God’s name, they mingled with the
nations, adopted their customs, and worshiped their idols (Ps. 106).
The problem is not just the occasional hypocrite, but systems that seem to produce not just
one man but whole congregations characterized not of holiness but of worldliness.
2.1. A problem of individuals deceived.
It’s not loving for people to remain deceived.
2.2. A problem of the church’s love.
It makes our lives together less joyful and forgiving. Hebrews 13:17 says we should make
leaders’ lives joyful. But not when the church is becoming more like the world.
2.3. The church’s witness to the nations is subverted.
When we become like the world, the world no longer has any questions. If our words and
actions aren’t true, the light of the world is dimmed. Hope vanishes.
2.4. Worst of all, God’s name is defamed.
Paul asks the Corinthian church this penetrating question, “Is Christ divided?” (1 Cor. 1:13).
The local church is designed to reflect Christ. Is the church’s holiness and love reflecting
God’s holiness and love so that God can get glory among the nations? We work against him
when we build churches that camouflage God’s character.
3. The Source of the Problem
Why are there so many churches that don’t evidence the fruit of the Spirit, that don’t appear
to be born again?
We have to begin by looking at ourselves.
3.1. Teachers
There are too many warnings against false teachers to list here: Paul, Peter, John.
Not many of us should presume to be teachers (James 3:1).
“Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will
save both yourself and your hearers” (1 Timothy 4:16).
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3.2. Doctrine
We can teach the wrong things with disastrous results. Saving faith only comes by hearing
the gospel (Rom. 10). What will false teaching do? It won’t be ignored. It will bring converts—
false converts.
In reading through the NT, there are five summary truths that were being distorted in NT
times and are still being distorted again—on these we must be especially clear on:
1.

God’s judgment is coming (2 Peter 3). You can easily fill a church with people who
will follow their own evil desires. Avoiding the doctrine of hell is one step away from
denying it altogether.
2. We should be judged by God. It’s not just out there for someone. We need to feel
our own helplessness. God is good and we are not. We need to understand and teach
clearly our natural state and indisposition—we love darkness rather than light. This will
preserve us from the idea that if we just fiddle with stuff enough, things will be
successful. Meditate on Ezekiel 3. Don’t deny or downplay natural human lostness. We
cannot deserve—but Someone Else has deserved for us. He who thinks lightly of sin will
think lightly of the Savior.
3. Our only hope is in Christ. We must trust in Christ—who he is and what he is done.
We cannot be converted through our own works. The bodily resurrection is an essential
part of our message. Without Christ’s person and work, you can make “converts” but
you will not have a Christian church. When we get this right, we begin offending and
attracting all the right people. Only true converts respond to the truth about Jesus
Christ.
4. We don’t see the fullness of our salvation in this life. Christ’s death and
resurrection secure forgiveness—but it’s not true that salvation is mainly for this life
only. There is a blessed hope—the glorious appearing. If only for this life we have hope,
we are to be pitied for all men (1 Cor. 15:19). Wanting health and happiness is not the
same as repentance. We need to see Christ as worth more than all worldly treasure.
5. We can deceive ourselves and others about our relationship with God. It’s
counter-intuitive in our culture, but clear in the Bible. Please teach this! How would
your congregation understand 2 Corinthians 13:5: “Examine yourselves, to see whether
you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that
Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!”
Have you taught new converts at your church these five truths? Do they understand these
things? If we are off on any of these things, it can create false converts. And false converts
hire false teachers. There is a symbiotic relationship between false converts and false
teachers.
3.3. Life
“Watch your life . . . closely.” Wrong living can be just as damaging as false teaching.
Three common errors in the NT:
1.

To present a church without holiness. Unholiness can thrive in churches with no
accountability. We must be motivated by love of God that’s contrary to love of this
world. Hebrews 12:14: “Strive for . . . the holiness without which no one will see the
Lord.” It’s tempting to present the church as tolerating all sins—even unrepentant ones.
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2. To present a church with no suffering. We all want to avoid poverty and
sickness—but this cannot be an ultimate goal, or we will mislead others about what God
saves us from. True Christianity will call us to suffering. Health and wealth preachers
are false teachers. We also need to ask ourselves if we are doing more mild versions of
the same thing? Do we act like a healthy church has an ethos of triumphalism. As Carl
Trueman asks in his excellent article, “What Do Miserable Christians Sing?” Many
unbelievers tell Mark that many churches don’t listen to them emphatically but imply
you have to be part of a Happy Club to draw near. If you want to get a lot of fake
Christians in your church, tell them that picking up the cross daily is for those who
order Extra Large when they order their spiritual meal.
3. To present a church without love. Mark sometimes has to tell young guys who
love to read Puritans but won’t get up early to help a 90-year-old man to church—
perhaps you’re not a Christian. Demons are great theologians. We need love. “We know
that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does
not love abides in death” (1 John 3:14). We must love, imperfectly but really. We need
true Christians giving themselves away to each other. Real love with authority and
kindness and the ability to correct and self-sacrifice and wisdom—it’s bracing, even
shocking. Many are repelled. And many will be attracted.
Mark shares the gospel here for those who might be at T4G who may not be a believer.
A Few Practical Suggestions
1. Always be evangelizing. Spurgeon said to evangelize “steady and well.”
Spurgeon said: “Do not number your fishes before they are broiled; nor count your
converts before you have tested and tried them. This process may make your work
somewhat slow; but then, brethren, it will be sure. Do your work steadily and well, so
that those who come after you may not have to say that it was far more trouble to them
to clear the church of those who ought never to have been admitted than it was to you
to admit them.”
2. Always be shepherding your sheep. Spurgeon: “I am occupied in my small way,
as Mr. Great-heart was employed in Bunyan’s day. I do not compare myself with that
champion, but I am in the same line of business. I am engaged in personally-conducted
tours to Heaven; and I have with me, at the present time, dear Old Father Honest: I am
glad he is still alive and active. And there is Christiana, and there are her children. It is
my business, as best I can, to kill dragons, and cut off giants’ heads, and lead on the
timid and trembling. I am often afraid of losing some of the weaklings. I have the heartache for them; but, by God’s grace, and your kind and generous help in looking after
one another, I hope we shall all travel safely to the river’s edge. Oh, how many have I
had to part with there! I have stood on the brink, and I have heard them singing in the
midst of the stream, and I have almost seen the shining ones lead them up the hill, and
through the gates, into the Celestial City.” Do not forget God has called you to a great
role in people’s lives.
3. Always remember the account that you are to give to God. What he’s about is
something huge and wonderful. The 19th century Scottish pastor, John Brown: “I know
the vanity of your heart, and that you will feel mortified that your congregation is very
small, in comparison with those of your brethren around you; but assure yourself on
the word of an old man, that when you come to give an account of them to the Lord
Christ at his judgment seat, you will think you have had enough.”
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T4G 2: Albert Mohler, “The Power of the Articulated
Gospel” (Romans 10:15-17)

Romans 10:5-17:
For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does
the commandments shall live by them. But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say
in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) or ‘Who will
descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say?
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes
and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says,
“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between
Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.
For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe
in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful
are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For
Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” So faith comes from
hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

The gospel has enemies; but sometimes it is underestimated by its friends.
In the T4G affirmations and denials (2006), they wrote:
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We affirm that salvation is all of grace, and that the Gospel is revealed to us in doctrines that
most faithfully exalt God’s sovereign purpose to save sinners and in His determination to
save his redeemed people by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, to His glory
alone.
We deny that any teaching, theological system, or means of presenting the Gospel that denies
the centrality of God’s grace as His gift of unmerited favor to sinners in Christ can be
considered true doctrine.
We affirm that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is God’s means of bringing salvation to His people,
that sinners are commanded to believe the Gospel, and that the Church is commissioned to
preach and teach the Gospel to all nations.
We deny that evangelism can be reduced to any program, technique, or marketing approach.
We further deny that salvation can be separated from repentance toward God and faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ.
We affirm that salvation comes to those who truly believe and confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord.
We deny that there is salvation in any other name, or that saving faith can take any form
other than conscious belief in the Lord Jesus Christ and His saving acts.
These issues remain. Our churches must begin to look like gospel people. But first it has to be
heard. And first it has to be articulated. And we dare not underestimate the power of the
articulated gospel.
In Romans Paul makes the centrality of Christ and the universality of the gospel clear,
revealed in both the OT and the NT. Christ’s death satisfies the wrath of God to demonstrate
the justice of God. There’s no condemnation. In Romans 10, Paul is following Romans 9,
quintessentially displaying the sovereignty of God. In Romans 10 we find the “machinery of
salvation” (Spurgeon).
The Word Is Brought Near
We come to faith in Christ because the Word is brought near to us. He has spoken to us in his
Son (Heb 1). First, it was brought near to Israel; they did not go to find the Torah—it was
given to them. Now it is near to us. Life is in obedience; death is in disobedience. He’s writing
to both Jews and Gentiles to whom the gospel has come near. It is now our sacred
responsibility to bring it near to others. It is a Words that is words. The point is not the
proximity of the gospel, but the hearing of the gospel, which requires articulation. Without
articulation there is no salvation.
Rom. 10:8: it is a word of (i.e., leads to) faith. Hearing they believe, believing they confess,
confessing they are saved.
The Power of the Gospel to Save
Here is the “well-meant offer of the gospel.” We are to preach the gospel to all persons
everywhere; if they believe and confess they will be saved. Rom. 10:9-13: there is no footnote
or asterisks or hypothetical. This is an unconditional, infallible promise, and it’s an
unmistakable command. How do we know the elect? It’s because they believe and confess
and are saved—and that requires the preaching of the gospel. The content of the gospel is
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in Rom. 10:9: confess with the lips that Jesus is Lord; believe in the heart that he was raised
from the death. We should be promiscuous and undiscriminating in our preaching of the
gospel. We are in the “sowing business”—not “soil management.” God bless the sowers who
don’t get to see the harvest but are confident in the power of the gospel to save.
Rom 9:12—Paul makes the revolutionary statement that there is no distinction in terms of
our need for the Savior and in the Savior’s provision. In the mystery of the sovereign
purposes of God the word was brought near to us, we were called, we believed the gospel, we
repented and confessed.
The Necessity of Articulating the Gospel
It is not brought near without words. It is multi-faceted, but most essentially it is verbal. The
supposed comment of St. Francis of Assisi (preach the gospel at all times, use words if
necessary) sounds like we can bring the gospel near by being there, by being kind, being
righteous, and being loving. These are signs of the gospel, but the gospel requires
articulation. Whatever you’re doing when you’re not using words, you’re not preaching the
gospel. You may be giving evidence of and witness to the gospel, but it still has to be taught
and explained. The NT is replete with verbs showing the verbal nature of the gospel.
We certainly don’t want to reverse the Assisi-comment: we don’t want to preach the gospel
without looking like gospel people. We must demonstrate the gospel. But we really can’t do
much of importance without words. Most of what we do that is most important in like is
dependent on words. Imagine trying to communicate the most important things of life
without words. At least in part, the image of God involves reflecting the Creator in the use of
words. Meaning requires orality.
See the important, soon-to-be-released study from Duane Litfin: Word versus Deed:
Resetting the Scales to a Biblical Balance (Crossway, 2012). Gestures are important but
words are required. We are saved as we hear the pattern of right words and confess that
Jesus is Lord.
1 Thessalonians 2:13:
“And we also thank God constantly1 for this, that when you received the word of God, which
you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men2 but as what it really is, the word
of God, which is at work in you believers.”
1 Corinthians 15:1-11:
“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in
which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to
you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried,
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared
to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one
time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to
James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.
For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the
church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in
vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of
God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.”
Without the preaching, there is no believing. God intended the power of the gospel to be
demonstrated through the word of faith produces faith and confession.
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We are also to persuade. We should be unapologetically conversionist.
The Berlin World Congress on Evangelism put forward this definition in 1966: “Evangelism
is the proclamation of the gospel of the crucified and risen Christ, the only redeemer of men,
according to the Scriptures, with the purpose of persuading condemned and lost sinners to
put their trust in God by receiving and accepting Christ as Savior through the power of the
Holy Spirit, and to serve Christ as Lord in every calling of life and in the fellowship of His
Church, looking toward the day of His coming in glory.”
The gospel requires exclusivity and profession.
1974 Lausanne Congress: ” To evangelize is to spread the good news that Jesus Christ died
for our sins and was raised from the dead according to the Scriptures, and that as the
reigning Lord he now offers the forgiveness of sins and the liberating gift of the Spirit to all
who repent and believe. Our Christian presence in the world is indispensable to evangelism,
and so is that kind of dialogue whose purpose is to listen sensitively in order to understand.
But evangelism itself is the proclamation of the historical, biblical Christ as Saviour and Lord,
with a view to persuading people to come to him personally and so be reconciled to God. In
issuing the gospel invitation we have no liberty to conceal the cost of discipleship. Jesus still
calls all who would follow him to deny themselves, take up their cross, and identify
themselves with his new community. The results of evangelism include obedience to Christ,
incorporation into his Church and responsible service in the world.
Christopher Wright says “the whole gospel” must be:
• a Christ-centred story to be told
• a hope-filled message to be proclaimed
• a revealed truth to be defended
• a new status to be received
• a transformed life to be lived
• a divine power to be celebrated.
We cannot teach or tell the gospel without words.
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T4G 1: C.J. Mahaney, “When a Pastor Loses Heart” (2
Corinthians 4)

Audio can be heard here.
2 Corinthians 4:
Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. But we have
renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with
God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to
everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those
who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves
as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.
But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God
and not to us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the
body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For we
who live are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may
be manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you.
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Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so
I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus
will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake,
so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory
of God.
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being
renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight
of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things
that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are
eternal.
(2 Corinthians 4 ESV)

This letter was written by the quintessential pastor. Murray Harris: it’s a “profound
autobiographical letter.”
In chapter 4 there is the temptation to lose heart when serving in pastoral ministry. Paul was
familiar with this temptation. Ch. 11 concludes with Paul’s daily pressure of the anxiety of all
the churches—and undoubtedly with the Corinthian church in particular. Here we encounter
Paul’s resolve not to lose heart, which frames this chapter (see vv. 1 and 16).
These are remarkable statements. What informed his resolve? How can our resolve be
similarly informed and inspired in light of this common, predictable temptation? No pastor
is exempt from this temptation. Sometimes it happens gradually and imperceptibly.
Here are heart-protecting and heart-strengthening realities against this temptation to lose
heart:
1. The Call of Christian Ministry (vv. 1-6)
“This ministry” is a call to proclaim the gospel of Jesus and him crucified, where the glory of
God is uniquely revealed and proclaimed. This vision sustained Paul in ministry. Pastoral
ministry is a sacrificial ministry attended with unique challenges: proclaiming the light to
blind eyes, and to those who see but whose hearts are prone to wonder. We do not lose heart
because we have “this ministry.” We must not tamper with this message. We are not
innovators but proclaimers. We proclaim not ourselves but him. Once we have been captured
and captivated by the light of the gospel of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ—who
would want to draw attention to himself (v. 5)? Paul never ceased to marvel at the mercy of
his ministry calling. He never go over it. Have we gotten over it? Are we acclimated to it, or
are we amazed by it? When we preach the gospel, sinners see the face of the Savior, they hear
the cries of Calvary.
Keep this ministry in view, and you won’t lose heart. Also keep in view your congregation.
2. The Context and Conditions of Christian Ministry (vv. 7-15)
Paul was under no illusions that this ministry would be easy. It’s not only to proclaim, but
also to suffer and to serve. It takes place in the context of personal weakness and the harsh
realities of ministry in a fallen world (vv. 8-9). It involves trials and tribulation. Young,
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aspiring pastor: this is what you have to look forward to. You need to be prepared for vv. 7-12
prior to your experience of vv. 8-9 or you will be blindsided.
It is a comfort to know that Paul was perplexed and bewildered—that he had an “I don’t
know” in his pastoral toolbox.
The most common form of being “struck down” for pastors is depression. Every pastor
should run to buy Spurgeon’s Lectures to My Students and especially read “The Minister’s
Fainting Fits.”
The lesson of wisdom is, be not dismayed by soul-trouble. Count it no strange thing, but a
part of ordinary ministerial experience. Should the power of depression be more than
ordinary, think not that all is over with your usefulness. Cast not away your confidence, for it
hath great recompense of reward. Even if the enemy’s foot be on your neck, expect to rise
amid overthrow him. Cast the burden of the present, along with the sin of the past and the
fear of the future, upon the Lord, who forsaketh not his saints. Live by the day—ay, by the
hour. Put no trust in frames and feelings. Care more for a grain of faith than a ton of
excitement. Trust in God alone, and lean not on the reeds of human help. Be not surprised
when friends fail you: it is a failing world. Never count upon immutability in man:
inconstancy you may reckon upon without fear of disappointment. The disciples of Jesus
forsook him; be not amazed if your adherents wander away to other teachers: as they were
not your all when with you, all is not gone from you with their departure. Serve God with all
your might while the candle is burning, and then when it goes out for a season, you will have
the less to regret. Be content to be nothing, for that is what you are. When your own
emptiness is painfully forced upon your consciousness, chide yourself that you ever dreamed
of being full, except in the Lord. Set small store by present rewards; be grateful for earnests
by the way, but look for the recompensing joy hereafter. Continue, with double earnestness to
serve your Lord when no visible result is before you. Any simpleton can follow the narrow
path in the light: faith?s rare wisdom enables us to march on in the dark with infallible
accuracy, since she places her hand in that of her Great Guide. Between this and heaven there
may be rougher weather yet, but it is all provided for by our covenant Head. In nothing let us
be turned aside from the path which the divine call has urged us to pursue. Come fair or
come foul, the pulpit is our watch-tower, and the ministry our warfare; be it ours, when we
cannot see the face of our God, to trust under THE SHADOW OF HIS WINGS.
The surpassing power of God’s grace belongs to God, not to us. God is wonderfully at work,
and so does our congregation. It’s about God’s sustaining grace, not our resolve. Left to
myself, we would be forsaken and destroyed. BUT NOT!
Paul acknowledges the harsh realities, but the accent is on the phrase “but not” (vv. 8-9).
This should be great strength to our souls. “But not” is a banner over our lives when the grace
of God is active.
3. The Paradox of Ministry (vv. 10-12)
Murray Harris: “Always dying, never lifeless.” This ministry involves the sanctifying work of
the gospel in our lives—the ministry of dying daily. Weak and dependent pastors, dying to
themselves. Death is at work in us, but life in your congregation. Behind every biblically
fruitful church you will find dying pastors.
4. The Hope of Christian Ministry (vv. 16-18)

PDF	
  created	
  by	
  AnchoringFaithMinistries	
  by	
  permission	
  2012	
  Justin	
  Taylor	
  –	
  JamesTippins.com	
  

T4G	
  NOTES	
  via	
  http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor	
  

The absence of eternal perspective will cause you to lose heart. We are all wasting away as we
seek to advance the gospel, but there’s no comparing present suffering with future glory. If
Paul’s extensive sufferings are “light and momentary,” what are ours? Paul learned how to
look into the unseen and into the future. The older we get, the more we need to learn how to
do this. When we do, there is inner renewal and our resolve is strengthened.
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